ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL NAMED NEXT
PRINCIPAL AT PALATINE HIGH SCHOOL

At its October 18, 2018 meeting, the High School District 211 Board of Education
approved the appointment of Tony Medina as principal at Palatine High School,
effective July 1, 2019. Mr. Medina, currently an assistant principal at the school,
will take over the principalship from Gary Steiger, who has been in that role since
2002 and will retire at the end of this school year.
Mr. Medina joined High School District 211 in 2006 as a world language teacher at
Fremd High School. He accepted his first leadership role in 2013 as the world
language department chair at that school. After serving in that capacity for two
years, Mr. Medina was appointed 10-month assistant principal at Palatine High School
in 2015. He transitioned into his current role as 12-month assistant principal and
lead discipline administrator in 2018.
“Gary Steiger’s impact on Palatine High School and District 211 has simply been
remarkable. Among Gary’s many contributions is his preparation of the next generation
of leaders, and we are grateful for the indelible impact that he has
generated,” commented Superintendent Dan Cates. “Tony Medina has been a strong
leader and a passionate advocate for students throughout his career in District 211.
Mr. Medina’s recognizable strength for bringing people together to accomplish a
shared purpose has been evident across curricular improvements as a teacher and
department chair, student character development as a coach, and creative community
collaboration as an administrator. We are excited for the vision, enthusiasm and
determination that Mr. Medina will bring to our students, staff members, and parents
of the Palatine High School community.”
Mr. Medina earned his undergraduate degree in business administration and Spanish
from Benedictine University in 2004. In 2012, he earned a master’s degree in Spanish
from Northeastern Illinois University. Mr. Medina completed a second master’s degree
in 2014 in the Illinois Principal Preparation program at Concordia University.

