D211 POST: ANATOMAGE TABLE
PROVIDES NEW RESOURCE FOR BIOLOGY
STUDENTS

Students at Palatine High School study the bones of the skull on the new Anatomage
Table.

Students at Palatine High School now have a new way to study biology
thanks to a device called an Anatomage table. The table allows students to explore
3-dimensional images of various aspects of human anatomy.
“The biggest advantage is just application, and the amount of different
things you can do with this,” said Christian Keller, a biology teacher at Palatine
High School.
The table uses images of actual cadavers to provide students with a reallife view of the human body. Students have the ability to view the body at every
level. The latest update to the table included a variety of injuries, which allows
students to see the impact beyond the surface.
Keller said the table allows the students to cut into various sections
while allowing them to manipulate the view.
Senior Sarah Jasonowicz said the table is a great asset when she and
fellow students are doing practical exercises.

“You’re able to see [the body] in a life size form,” she said. “It has
helped me with practicals and tests. You can ask the table a question by tapping on
the bones or muscles and it will name it for you.”
The interactive images of actual cadavers were one aspect which has
helped senior Stephanie Bender in studying for tests.
“Seeing it in life makes it easier to picture on yourself,” Bender said.
“It’s like math, you don’t know what you’re doing until you connect it to something
real world.”
Bender and Jasonowicz both plan to pursue medical careers after college.
They both feel having this table in high school helps them prepare for college
classes.

Students at Palatine High School quiz each other on the bones of the skull during a
biology class. Students are using the school’s new Anatomage table to verify their
answers.

“This is definitely what I am going to see later in life,” said Bender.
“I am going to have a head start.”

Jasonowich plans to eventually become a bio-medical engineer.
this table gives her a taste of what she will need to know later.

She said

“My ideal job would be doing prosthetics,” she said. Seeing bones and
how they attach and all the muscles I will need to learn later is great.”
The school purchased the table shortly before the beginning of the school
year, and Keller said he exploring more options to implement it into future classes.
“This first year I got it into the bones and muscles where it can be an
additional resource,” he said. “But, just thinking about next year, and how can we
build in case studies? How can we make it so it can be part of discussions? The
possibilities going forward are very exciting.”

DISTRICT 211 HOSTS ENGINEERING,
MATH, SCIENCE CONFERENCE FOR AREA
FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE GIRLS

GEMS participants create slime in the polymers session run by ACS.

To get fifth and sixth grade girls interested in the fields of mathematics, science,
and engineering before they enter high school, High School District 211 hosted its
annual program that teaches them about careers in those fields.
The third-annual GEMS (Girls
on Feb. 9 at James B. Conant
students participated in the
on engineering, science, and

in Engineering, Math, and Science) conference was held
High School. Approximately 160 fifth and sixth grade
hands-on learning sessions and activities that focused
math.

“I really believe that if students have a teacher in elementary or middle school who

isn’t very thrilled about math or science, it can carry over to students and give
them a fear of going into what many consider to be male-dominated fields, ” said
Courtney Buss, applied technology teacher at Conant High School. “This program is a
ray of light to spark their interest in these careers and fields.”

Michele Marasigan, a Conant High School sophomore, helps a GEMS participant during the
3D Modeling session.

Women teach the activities, whether they are teachers in the District or in fields
such as structural design, polymers, technology, geology, or mathematics. Female
students in all five District 211 high schools also worked the events and helped
guide fifth and sixth graders through the learning sessions. Buss said because these
fields are generally male dominated, exciting students early and showcasing women in
the field can help eliminate the notion that men are better suited for these careers.
At the event, there were 25 different career booths and many presenters, including
women from the American Chemical Society, Stepan Chemistry, and Northwestern
University. The keynote speaker was Hillary M. Peltier, Ph.D, senior scientist II –
Chemistry, from Abb Vie, Inc. After listening to opening remarks and the keynote
speaker, information and learning sessions were held.

Women from Caterpillar Inc., use VEX robots and sample industry trucks to demonstrate a
typical day on the job during the career fair portion of the conference.

Parents were invited to the conference as well, but were split into different
sessions from their children. Students had hands-on learning sessions, such as
Inventor, 3D Modeling, Polymers, Engineering, Manufacturing, Biology, Pathology, and
MWM Modules. Parents had sessions regarding what to expect once their child enters

high school and how to help them be successful, including Preparing Girls for High
School, Spatial Reasoning, and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math)
discussions.
Not only was the afternoon informational, but also was designed for fun. Students
could participate in games and raffles. They also received goody bags, which were
donated by various organizations, including Sargent-Welch, Steven Spangler Science,
and Holt McDougal. District 211 already has received feedback from parents explaining
how their daughters had such a great experience and that they are looking forward to
next year’s conference.

Conant Project Lead the Way student volunteers helped during in the 3D modeling
sessions.

“We have heard from parents, and they get so excited about GEMS, and they’ve said
their daughters enjoy it so much,” Buss said. “Last year, a student won a microscope,
and you would never think a fifth grade girl would be so enamored by a microscope,
but it absolutely made her day. She uses it and it’s great to see those connections
after the event.”
Although this is the third year for the conference, first-year event participants are
currently in eight grade and will be entering high school next year. With this class,
the District will be able to track the girls enrolling in engineering, science, and
mathematics courses. Buss said it is exciting to see the conference heading into its
next stage and to see if the program is making an impact on girls entering science
and math driven paths.
“Our first sixth graders that participated are eighth graders now, and they have
maintained a connection through our Project Lead the Way summer camps,” Buss said.
“It’s very exciting to see that these students are interested in our program.”
For more information about GEMS, please visit the GEMS blog.

