ENROLLMENT FOR FALL 2012
CONTINUING EDUCATION NOW OPEN
With an opportunity to learn something new every day, District
211 offers Continuing Education courses to community members
and individuals who are 18 years or older. The Continuing
Education course catalog, which is available online for fall
2012, offers a wide-range of courses that cater to
individual’s interests and skill-building needs. Course topics
range from foreign language, home improvement, fitness,
personal enrichment, cooking, and more.

“Continuing education provides learning opportunities for community members to learn
something new,” said Charles Chamberlain, director of summer school, evening
programs, and continuing education in District 211. “Our goal is to provide the
community with affordable, flexible, life-long learning opportunities.”
The courses are offered for a relatively low cost. Although the District advertises
to community members, anyone can enroll in a continuing education course. Senior
Citizens — over the age of 62 — also can apply for a District 211 Gold Card that
allows them to receive discounted course fees.
Continuing education has been available to community members for more than 50 years,
and continues to grow. Each year, there are different courses available, with several
different sections to accommodate different schedules. Courses not only provide
learning opportunities to the community, but also different teaching opportunities
for District 211 teachers. Some can teach courses that they specialize in and in a
classroom environment that is different from teaching high school students.
“What’s great about continuing education courses from a teaching perspective is that
everyone in the course shares the same interest, and they are there because they want
to enhance skills in a particular subject,” Chamberlain said. “It’s also an
opportunity capitalize on utilization of building spaces and the District’s numerous
resources because if we have them, we should use them.”
Chamberlain said these courses are great opportunities to take advantage of whether
you need to enhance Spanish, or are interested in exploring an already existing
hobby. If interested in enrolling in a course, individuals can sign up online, using
mail, fax, phone, or in person. To access the course catalog, click here.
District 211 is always looking for course suggestions and individuals who would like
to apply to teach a course. For more information, contact the Continuing Education

department by calling (847) 755-6820.

LARGE SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM
ENHANCES LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Students work in a summer Consumer Education course at Fremd.

When school is out for summer, there are many students who are focused on continuing
their education, or brushing up on academic or athletic skills they might not have
time for during the regular academic year.
District 211’s expansive summer school program, which started June 13, is unique not
only in the amount of courses offered, but also in the amount of students who take
advantage of this opportunities.
“There is a mindset that summer school is for students repeating a course, and
although we have students who do for various reasons, most students are here to
advance and accelerate their skills in what I believe is one of the largest summer
school programs in the state of Illinois,” said Charles Chamberlain, District 211
director of summer school, evening programs, and continuing education.
Courses offered during summer school allow students to remain in an academic setting
nearly year round. This summer, there are 63 different academic courses with 401
different sections offered in the District’s summer school program, which also
include special education, freshmen and sophomore academies, and English as a Second
Language (ESL) courses. Additionally, there are 226 athletic and activity camps
offered to students for various athletic and spirit teams.
During the summer, a large number of students enroll in the District’s summer school
program. Although enrollment figures for the current summer school will not be
available until after second semester, student enrollment for summer 2011 was 13,680.

This number reflects the number of students in each class. However, it is possible
for students to take more than one summer course at a time.
Because of the large number of students who enroll in summer classes, it provides
opportunities for District 211 staff to teach these courses. This summer, there are
260 District 211 staff members, plus an additional 115 teachers hired from outside
the District, teaching summer school classes. There also are 295 coaches who run
athletic and activity camps during the summer as part of the summer school program.
Academic courses offered over the summer help students open time in their class
schedules during the regular school year for when they might be taking a heavier
class load or more challenging courses, such as Advanced Placement or honors classes.
Students also can take required courses such as Health Education or Consumer
Education in summer school, as well as courses designed to further advance skills in
reading, writing, or mathematics.
Other summer school offerings unique to District 211 are its freshmen and sophomore
academies, and ESL academies. Incoming freshman and returning sophomores may receive
an invitation to participate in academy-level courses, free of charge, to help
improve vital academic skills during the summer.
“The academies were designed to help students who need to improve skills in reading
and math,” Chamberlain said. “They are invited by the District based on test scores
and there is no charge for the course or transportation, and they receive academic
credit. We strive to make opportunities acceptable and accessible for parents and
students in the summer, and if it improves skills and is free of charge, that’s a
win-win.”
Athletic and activity camps are for all students and do not count for academic
credit. Camps must follow standards outlined by the Illinois High School Association
and are available for athletic teams at each school, as well as spirit groups such as
cheerleaders, pom pons, and flags. The purpose of these camps is to not only advance
skills in a particular sport or activity, but to also regulate off-season practice
time for student-athletes.
Chamberlain, who has been with the District since 1972, said he has watched the
District’s summer school advance from a smaller program to the expansive educational
opportunity it is today.
“It really has evolved from just basic math, science, reading, writing and social
studies,” he said. “It’s a way for District 211 students to experience other things,
to keep them involved, and keep them active in a positive way.”
Additional information on the summer school program is available on the District 211
website, as well as by calling the summer school office (847-755-6820) or your high
school.

